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Press Release

A Doggone Good Story

Annapolis, MD. (July 29,2009) — On July 11, 2009, Ms. Lory O’Mara, the owner of Jem
Essentials, who has created some special “pet” jewelry, was invited to participate in an open
house for Alpha Veterinary Center in Glen Burnie. While there, Ms. O’Mara decided she
would start donating a portion of her jewelry business sales toward buying equipment for
police canines.

After hearing about a newspaper article about the new canine “Grim” joining the Anne
Arundel County Sheriff’'s Office, Ms. O’Mara decided to give approximately $800 to the
Sheriff’s Office which she, her friends, and several family members had raised. Sheriff Ron
Bateman said, “The monies will go toward buylng equipment needed for both “Rocky” and
“Grim,” the Sheriff’s Office canines.”

On Wednesday, July 29th, Ms. O’Mara and her group will meet “Rocky” and “Grim” at the
Alpha Veterinary Center, where the group will be presented with Sheriff’s Citations to

acknowledge their generous personal support of the mission of the Anne Arundel County
Sheriff’s Office.

The following people graciously made donations for the canine equipment:
Lory O’Mara - Jem Essentials

Reggie Cox - Alpha Veterinary Center
Justine Walker - BBQ by Request

Jim & Jamey Aebersold

Sue Bents

Joyce Butler

Robin Kienzle

Teresa Lee

Jodyann Murata

Carol & George O’Mara

Becky Resavage

Arlene Shadoan

Lisa Smith

Linda Wagner
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. Deputy Michele Goodman with Rocky and Deputy Jason Jett with Grim thank artlst-\
donor Lory' O'Mara (left) and the Alpha Veteririary Center in Glen Burnie, Wthh helped
raise money for K-9 equment for the Anne Arundel County Shenff’s Ofﬂce i )

Donors and etcenter
oive $800 for K-9 gear
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Arundel sheriff’s office dogs -

By Andrea F: Siegel
ANDREA.SIEGEL@BALTSUN.COM .

{ivhat started as a way to enha.nce the .

_open house of a Glen Burnie animal hos-
pital has grown into a donation of sup-
Dliesfor thetwodogsofthe Anne Arundel
‘County Sheriff’s Office.

A group of donors led by a woman who -
makes pet jewelry and the Alpha Veteri- .

nary Center gave the sheriff’s office $800

Wednesday for supplies for dogs Grim -

. and Rocky:.
The money is earmarked for two at-
.. tack-training sleeves, leather leads, a

first-aid kit for a dog and equipment for ..

explosives training, said Deputy Michele
Goodman, whose partner is the secur‘lty'
dog Rocky. .

“We use these- [supphes] because the .
dogs continually train,” she said. \

Grant money made it possible for the
agency to replace an older dog with Grim
this year; but budget cuts left the depart-
ment short of money for supplies. The of-
fice has a foundatmn to supplement its
budget.

“This is really a huge;- generous act of
kmdness,” Sa1d Sherli‘f Ronald S. Bate-'

man.

Orlgmally, at the suggestlon of frlends
family and.a worker at the veterinary .-
hospital, Lory O’Mara. of Brooklyn Park h

who makes Jewelry for people. and pets,
was planning to use proceeds from pet
jewelry sold at Alpha’s grand opening in
Julyon protectlve vests for the dogs.
Vetermarlan Reggle R. Cox sald that

. Rocky’s and Grlm’ '

LIV T VWL LAltuid WiV WVAGLEVAL MY YW elUl.
O’Mara, her relatives, an1mal-lov1ng
friends and acquaintances, and people
who work at Alpha added to the fund.

", Then they learned two things: The pro-

. tective gear costs $1,200 per vest, far more -

than they had raised, and an Eastern
Shore couple had already.offered to give
the sheriff’s office the vests.

“I said, ‘Give me a list of equipment
both dogsneed,” ” O’'Marasaid. = - :

- She got it. The attack sleeves and: the ,
first aid kit are for Grim, a Belgian Mali-
nois who is trained to apprehend people

- and will spend most of his working hours- '

on the road helping Deputy Jason Jett
serve warrants. The dog is also tramed
for exploswes detection.

Officials brought the dogs to Alpha for ,
a thank-you visit on Wednesday. Rocky, a

black Labrador, showed off a few tricks. .

When Goodman said “bang bang,” he.

_ played dead. And when Batemantold him

to-ask “mommy”. if he could have a treat,

the dog turned. to- Goodman with a sad,”

pleadinglook.. . .
" Inrecenttraining, Bateman sald Grlm

- bit through a borrowed attack: sleeve and ‘

left bruises on the trainer.

O’Mara said Grim will: probably havea
bigger first aid kit than Jett, his-human -
handler

Rocky is trained in- secur1ty and explo- -,
g ~swes ‘detection, and. will. continue to

spend his-workdays® at the Anne Arundel
County ( Court House.. o o
‘There-wouild Hiave been another $20 or

"sofrom a collection j Jar on the counter at,

. Alpha. -
- “The jar.was stolen last week It had
picturesonit,”O’'Ma- -

-ra sa1d



