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WARRANTS AND FLOWERS -
We give county Sheriff Ron Bateman credit for not only tackling a huge problem -
thousands of unserved warrants - but using imagination, and even having some fun,

while doing so.

Last fall he sent out bogus state Treasury letters to some 500 people, telling them they
could get a $572 refund on overpaid taxes if they would kindly come to the Treasury
Building to collect it. Forty showed up, and were promptly arrested.

Last week, in honor of Valentine's Day, deputies went door-to-door as employees of
"Flowers by Ron, with an arresting bouquet." Some of those visited were called in
advance and promised, if they were there to receive them, a Valentine's gift - wine and
goodies for the men, long-stemmed roses and heart-shaped balloons for the women.

Others got unannounced visits.

All in all, 14 people were snared. That doesn't sound like many next to the 10,000
warrants the Sheriff's Department has received just since November 2006, but it is
equivalent to-a good week's werk for the department, and all in one day. .

So far the sheriff has tried greed - everyone suspects the government owes him money
- and love - everyone thinks he deserves a secret admirer. We'll be interested to see
what element of human vanity figures in Sheriff Bateman's next sting.



